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Los Angeles should be a city, given its size, location, burgeoning creative economy, and robust
contemporary art scene, that hosts a major biennial or art fair. Perhaps this is a few years away given
the economy or the difficulty in attracting arts cognoscenti to a distant location (yes, LA is hard to get
to with that extra five hours of flying time). But the city has Art Los Angeles Contemporary (ALAC)
since 2010 a small but influential art fair with a refreshing community sentiment supportive of local
contemporary galleries. There are quite a few of them in this version of ALAC, but the sociology of a
fair is far more interesting to observe as a marker of things to come. Good work is all over the fair but
you have to really dig for it as it can get lost in the maze of booths that resemble a Fred Siegel
shopping boutique. In the fair format any good work can start to look like MFA work that is trying hard
to emulate the latest issue of Art Forum magazine (this would of course never happen to Flash Art!).

After all, this is a market, the dealers want to sell and be seen, they are committed to some extent to
their artists, and the crowd who came opening night was predominantly well heeled European
American’s. That comments on class, education and race and the interest or lack thereof of
contemporary art with people of color. For in truth, LA has a very rich and layered arts community that
is inclusive of a multicultural constituency. The work on view is primarily the product of the
contemporary art school or academy, an education normally affordable only to middle class EA’s.

In an innovative twist, fair director Tim Fleming has teamed up with www.paddle8.com and collectors
can virtually tune in from around the country to peruse and purchase what is up on the walls through
February 9. ALAC continues through January 22 and is well worth attending. Check it out at
artlosangelesfair.com
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